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A CAT SANCTUARY

New Beginnings:
D’Artagnan
Angela Townsend,
Development
Director

It’s a long way
from 17th-century
Paris to a lonely
NJ roadside – but
a
contemporary
kitten has courage
in common with a
Three Musketeers
swashbuckler.
The six-weekold smidgen was found injured and immobile,
and a veterinarian recommended euthanasia.
Instead, a happy set of circumstances brought
the kitten to Tabby’s Place.
The paralyzed kitten was named D’Artagnan
(for the Alexandre Dumas character) to inspire
a courageous recovery. However, little “D’Art”
needed no assistance in the daring department.
Even when he
could move only
one leg, D’Art
used it to play
and to reach
for his human
friends. Despite
his
injuries,
D’Artagnan had
a joie de vivre Even during his recovery,
D’A gnan
was a playful, happy babrta
bigger than a
y.
baguette box.
Today, D’Art fearlessly launches through
the Tabby’s Place lobby, hurtling after toys, humans, and especially the love of his life: fellow
Special Needs kitten Dot.
Paralyzed? Pshaw. D’Artagnan is a modernday hero – and his greatest adventures are yet
to come.
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How Much Is That
Kitty In The Window?
Adoption fee for one Tabby’s Place cat: $135
Adoration of one Tabby’s Place cat: Priceless
Deworming............. $14.00
You can’t put a price
on feline love. But it’s fair
to ask: why do you need to
bring more than milk money if you want to adopt a
Tabby’s Place cat?
Beyond her priceless companionship, your
new furry family member
comes “equipped” with all
the essentials and more.
In fact, you are actually
saving money when you
save a feline life for $135:

Spay..................... $331.00
or Neuter............. $226.00
Flea & Parasite
Treatment............... $45.75
Microchip with Lifetime
Registration............ $84.99
FIV/FeLV Test......... $62.00
Rabies Vaccine....... $30.00
FVRCP Vaccine
Series..................... $50.00
Fecal Exams........... $64.00
Physical Exam........ $58.00

TOTAL

ADOPTION FEE

Male Cat............ $635+
Female Cat........ $740+

What’s Inside?

Why Do Cats Hate Travel....2
Forgotten Felines................2
Monitoring Your Cat’s
Health At Home...................3

Forever Loved: Elmo...........4
Where Are They Now?........4
Happy Endings: Gary..........5
Catoberfest..........................6
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Why Do Cats… Hate Travel?
Angela Townsend

Take a cat out of his comfort zone,
and you’ll soon both be uncomfortable. Cats disdain being “out of their
element.”
But why is travel or moving so traumatizing for a creature that’s generally
so confident?
• Cats are extremely territorial, and
your home is your cat’s turf. Kitties
understand the world as divided into
territories, each owned by a cat who
may not appreciate intruders. Drop
your cat into a new environment –
the car, the vet’s office, your new
apartment – and she won’t be sure
whose turf she’s trampling. When
she hides, your cat is preemptively
protecting herself from the unknown
“owner” of this unfamiliar territory.
• Unlike dogs, who hunt in packs
throughout a large territory (and who
often enjoy travel), cats are solitary
hunters who each command and understand a small, well-defined turf.
For your cat, the “adventure” of leaving her known world is not fun or exciting – it’s seen as dangerous.

• Whoever first said “knowledge is
power” was thinking like a cat. Your
kitty takes great comfort in knowing
every inch of her environment. If it’s
known, it’s home.
• “Cause and effect” is a system your
cat understands. Most cats have not
been delighted by what they find
after being put in a car, carrier or
strange new room – and those unpleasant experiences linger in their
memories. But, positive reinforcement can help. If your cat learns that
travel can lead to terrific things, he
will be less likely to fight it tooth and
nail.
• We well-meaning humans may unintentionally “tell” our cats that new situations are scary. What tone of voice
do you use when comforting your kitten on the way to the vet? If we respond in a pitiful tone (as we may be
inclined), we’re reinforcing that the
car ride or new situation is, indeed,
a tragedy. Talking to our cats in our
usual voice can reassure them that
this is a safe experience.
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Even confident cats like JJ
anxious about travel.can be
Recommended Reading:

• The Cat’s View of Territory, Cats
International
• Moving the Cats, Pamela Merritt
• Cat Car Travel, Amy Shojai
• Feline Friday: Why Cats Hate
Vets & What To Do, Amy Shojai

Forgotten Felines
Did you know that several cats have lived at Tabby’s Place for six,
seven or even eight years?
Now you can nurture these old-timers. Cats like Mango, Cookie and
Maggie are charming characters who have been overlooked for too long
– and they’d love your help in living well at Tabby’s Place.
Your monthly sponsorship will help to provide for a veteran feline’s
needs – and reassure her that she’s not forgotten after all. We’ll send
Tabby’s
you monthly updates and photos on your special kitty, and you’ll give
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her a life of love at Tabby’s Place. You can also give a gift sponsorship.
time veterans.
Click here to let one of our Forgotten Felines steal your heart.
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Monitoring Your Cat’s Health:
What To Look For At Home
Dr. Laura Collins, Veterinarian

Our cats are more than our
friends; they are our charges. Since
they cannot talk, it can be hard to
know when they’re ill. But below are
some things to watch for at home.
Change in energy level: If your
cat is sleepier and less playful than
normal, and doesn’t do his typical
behaviors (like greeting you at the
door), this may be a sign that he
isn’t feeling well. On the other hand,
some diseases, most notably hyperthyroidism, can cause a marked increase in energy. Common symptoms are howling or pacing at night.
Change in appetite: This is
easiest to monitor if your cat is fed
at specific times. If you leave food
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out all day, your cat may miss a few
meals before you notice. Surprisingly, some diseases, most commonly
hyperthyroidism and diabetes, can
cause a significant increase in appetite.
Weight loss: Gradual weight
loss can be difficult to appreciate at
home, so it is a good idea to have an
accurate scale to monitor weight.
Change in grooming habits
can be a sign of systemic disease.
Arthritis, dental disease and myriad
other conditions may cause a cat to
stop grooming as well as usual. On
the other hand, skin allergies may
make your cat overgroom her coat
or even pull out her hair.
Frequent or chronic vomiting or diarrhea: I don’t worry about
vomiting, as long as it is occasional and not associated with loss of
weight or appetite. If these symptoms occur together, however, consult with your vet.
Drinking or urinating excessively can be a symptom of diabetes, kidney problems, or hyperthyroidism. If you notice that you have
to refill your cat’s water bowl more
frequently, his litter box is soaked,
or his clumps of litter are larger
than usual, a vet visit is in order.
Straining to urinate or defecate, crying when eliminating, or
eliminating outside the litter box
can be symptoms of constipation,
diarrhea, or urinary tract problems.
Straining to urinate without producing urine can be an indication
of a cat with a urinary blockage,
a life-threatening situation that
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she’s feeling muchm
better now.
requires immediate veterinary attention.
Crying while eating, difficulty
chewing, dropping food, hypersalivation, and bad breath can be
symptoms of oral pain. Dental disease is very common in cats and
can be quite painful.
Ultimately, you are the person
who knows your cat best. “Normal”
behaviors vary from one cat to the
next. Some cats are very energetic,
or never miss a meal, while others
are finicky, or more laid-back. Any
change in your cat’s normal behaviors may be a harbinger of problems.
If you have concerns about your
cat’s health, a visit to your veterinarian may help to lead to an early
diagnosis of a problem, or may alleviate your concern when the doctor
pronounces your cat in the best of
health.

Recommended Reading:

• Know When to Call Your Veterinarian for your Cat, About
Cats
• Know the Signs Your Cat May
Be Sick, CATalyst Council
• Nine Signs You Need to Take
Your Cat to the Vet, Catster
• The Subtle Signs of A
Sick Cat, Petfinder
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Forever Loved: Elmo
Jonathan Rosenberg,
Founder & Executive
Director

“Limited patience.”
That was the note next
to Temperament on
Elmo’s intake record,
dated May 22, 2005.
I would have called
the regal silver tabby
“grumpy,” but I can’t
argue with the assessment.
Elmo loved his golden year
Elmo was a cat who
the Tabby’s Place lobby.s in
grabbed everyone’s attention. He was a big,
handsome boy who appeared approachable. Unfortunately, attention wasn’t all he grabbed. He often ended
up giving admirers a “li’l love nip.” Ok, it was a bite.
I loved Elmo, but knew that his chances of adoption
were slim. And, I always felt sorry for him. There was
something in his demeanor that pulled at my heart.
But, after just one year with us, an adopter fell in love
with him and decided she was okay with the biting. We
were elated for Elmo and followed his progress as he acclimated into the home and moved out of state with the
family.
Alas, in 2011, Elmo was returned. The reasons were
unclear. But, it didn’t matter: once a Tabby’s Place cat,
always a Tabby’s Place cat. We were grateful to the
adopter for delivering him back to us from a thousand
miles away.
Elmo didn’t seem himself when he returned. Thinking he might be depressed, we moved him into the Lobby. He perked up, but again declined rapidly. We knew
he had kidney disease, but suspected something else
was at work.
Further diagnostics revealed GI lymphoma. We
started him on chemotherapy, and Elmo
seemed happy for
many months. He had
mellowed over the
years. He stopped
biting (mostly), and
he enjoyed lap time
and eating. I was
happy for him.
When his time
came, we held him
and helped him pass
on. I miss him. I
hope he was happy.

Elmo
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Where Are They Now?
Francis, Brando & Rusty
by Brent Haynes,
Adopter & Ike Sponsor

It is hard to believe that it’s been 4
years since we adopted Francis, our first
Tabby’s Place cat.
We looked at quite a
few cats, but Francis
lured us in with his
love of tummy rubs.
He will always be
Rusty and Brando loving life
mercurial, running
in their forever home.
from people one
minute, then seeking out people later
in the day. After four
years he is becoming braver, coming to
be petted when he is
in the mood.
We came back
to Tabby’s Place the
next year and picked
out Brando, the tail.
The boys chill out together
less tabby who was always seen snuggling
with Rusty. Choosing
Brando was a nobrainer: he was cute
and affectionate. We
were surprised that
no one had snapped
him up. He is still the
same sweet boy who
loves to bump heads
with people. We did
Francis loves his family.
discover that he is a
champion mouser,
though, and that he seems to feel the
need to be “tough” around other cats. He is a lot more
loving when no one else is watching.
The only down side to adopting Brando was that
his best buddy, Rusty, wanted nothing to do with us. He
hissed and batted when we tried to approach him, and it
did not seem like a good idea to try to adopt him as well.

Continues on the next page...
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Continues from the previous page...
Still, he stayed in our minds. We visit Tabby’s Place fairly
often to see the cats, and we could see that the volunteers were getting Rusty to come out of his shell. Finally,
the time just seemed right to give him a try. He certainly
didn’t want to come home with us, and we figured that he
would be a long-term project. Brando and Rusty picked
up where they left off, though, and, surprisingly, within
a week he was letting us pet him a little (maybe Brando
told him we were OK).
Since then, Rusty has become something of a glutton for petting. If you approach him incorrectly he will
run, but if you let him come to you he will take all the
pets you can give him. It makes us happy just to see him
happy.
Anyway, the three boys, plus Sly the incumbent cat
and their nemesis, Katy the dog, make for a happy furry
home. We’ll have to see what present or future Tabby’s
Place resident will make a home with us next.
Editor’s Note: Brent has just added long-time Tabby’s
Place resident Tanya to his happy family. Congratulations!

Happy Endings: Gary
Heidi Hawryluk and Ryan Post, Adopters

We came to Tabby’s Place to adopt a new cat, and
started our exploration with some younger kitties. But
then we came upon a grey cat sleeping under a cat
house. We asked, “who is this kitty?” It was Gary, who
had come to Tabby’s Place at the ripe old age of 12.
The only adopter he’d ever known had passed away,
leaving Gary homeless…and slated to be euthanized
at a public shelter. Instead, he’d come to Tabby’s Place,
but his age caused most adopters to pass him over.
Once we heard
Gary’s story, we were
sold. The big selling
points for us were his
older age - and his
sweetness.
Gary may be a
senior, but he plays
like a kitten. As an
older cat, Gary is
a gentleman in our
house, respectful of
Gary at Tabby’s Place.
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furniture and keeping
out of trouble. (This
is one of the benefits
of adopting an older
cat.)
In our hearts, we
both feel very strongly about giving older
animals a home.
We feel it’s better to
save an animal that
Gary cuddles up in his
forever home.
most likely will be
overlooked due to
advanced age.
In our home,
Gary loves sleeping in front of the
windows,
chasing
string, and getting as
much attention as he
can. We enjoy coming home from work
and having him and
family
Gary helps his newter
.
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our dog greet us together. He is truly a
loving cat, even to our dog.
Gary’s been comfortable since the day we adopted him, and he has seemed grateful to be in a home
again. He quickly settled into his new family, and he
knows this is his forever home.

Tabby’s Place
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Dear Tabby’s Place Fa
mily,
We thought Catoberfe
st 2011 was
amazing...but you mad
e October 6,
2012 a day our cats wi
ll never forget.
Thank you from the
bottom of
our hearts for donatin
g a spectacular $43,000 to nurture
our cats. And
thank you, every bit as
much, for making Catoberfest a true
feast of joy.
We (feline and human
alike) are
blessed to have you
in our lives.
Thank you for being
your amazing
selves!
With love and gratitude
,
Tabby’s Place Staff,
Volunteers & Cats

at

at
at

We’d like to express a special thanks to the vendors and
sponsors whose kindness made Catoberfest so delightful
- and whose generosity is helping to save our cats’ lives.
Acacia Restaurant

Angel Feet Reflexology

Bredenbeck’s Bakery

Cat Oldfield

Adventure Aquarium

Angel Starr

Bret Michaels

Chaddsford Winery

Aimia

Anonymous Cat Lovers

Brian’s of Lambertville

Chef Aaron Sanchez

The Alexanderson Family

Anthony Rabara Studio for
Pilates

Brooklyn Botanic Garden

Chelsea Piers

Bruce Gage, REALTOR,
Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage

Chesterfield Veterinary
Clinic

Buckingham Jewelers

CHICAGO the Musical on
Broadway

Diane Dalrymple, Diane
Designs

Bucks County River
Country

Classy Cat & Dog Raised
Dishes

Dickens Lane Jewelers

Alexandra Farnham
The Algonquin Hotel
Allure Skincare, Nails &
Body

Atavola Ristorante
Atlantic City CVA and
Resorts Casino Hotel
Balic of Clinton

American Museum of
Natural History

Basil Bandwagon

Amy Anderson

Best Buddies Landscaping

Anaheim Hilton

Best Paw Forward
Bill Bell
Black Cat Kirby
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Cabot Creamery
Camden Riversharks
Candle Cafe
Carousel Farm Lavender

The Blue Bottle Cafe

The Carriage House Spa
& Salon

Blue Man Group at Astor
Place Theater

Casper in Memory of
Brother Jasper

Bobbi Dowling

A Cat Lover

Crown Veterinary
Specialists
Cynthia Goch
The Damron Family
Dangerfield’s
Dave Cahill

Don and Nancy La Greca

Clydz

Donna Castro

Cocoa Puro

Donna Kostiw

Colleen Cera, Lia Sophia
Colleen Howell
Connie Neidlinger
Cramer’s Bakery
Cross Culture Indian
Restaurant
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Double L Originals

Fogo de Chao

Hilton Anaheim

Joyce Parmelee

Live! with Kelly

Dr. Diane Gabriel-Fraynert

Francine Barndt

Jude Figlo

The Living Earth

Dr. Laura Collins

The Frenchtown Café

Hilton Dallas Lincoln
Center

Judy Nason

Eastern State Penitentiary

Galveston Island
Convention & Visitors’
Bureau

Lola the Rescued Cat &
Dawn White

El Tule Authentic Mexican
& Peruvian Restaurant
El Vez Restaurant
Ellie Mondello, Arbonne
International Independent
Consultant

Garden State Discovery
Museum
Garden State Growers
Gene Bellardo

Embassy Suites LAX Hotel George Vye, The Silk Road
North
Gilded Lily Florist
Enzo’s Fine Jewelry
Gracious Living Interiors
Eric Matland
Green Knoll Golf Course
ESPN New York
Green Mountain Coffee
ESPN Radio Promotions &
Gwen Cooper
The Michael Kay Show
The Fabric Loft

Hair Port of Raritan

Farley’s Book Shop

Hamilton Jewelers

Figment of Our Imagination Happy Tails Grooming Spa
Mosaics
Harlem Globetrotters
First Field
Harlingen Veterinary Clinic
Flemington Boot Camps
Harmless Harvest
The Harvest Moon Inn
Heather Chalmers
The Heldrich
Helen’s Happy Tails

Hilton Tucson El
Conquistador Golf & Tennis
Resort

Karen Roebuck

Lyn and Greg Rodrigo

Kate’s Kitty Jungle

Homewood Suites by
Hilton Newtown

Maddalena’s Cheesecake
& Catering

Kathleen Wilson

Made to Order

Hotel Beacon NYC

Kelley Mehan, Mary Kay
Representative

Magdalena Patrascanu

Historic Inns of Annapolis

Hungry Girl
HunterdonBuck$.com
Ilene & Hyde Kirby
Insectropolis
Integrated Nutrition
Therapy
Jack Williams
James A. Michener
Museum
Jay Switzer
Jessica Brent Huelsbergen
The Jewish Museum
Jigsaw Management, Inc.
Jo Burchfield
Joan Lyneis
Joan McCaffrey

Heron Glen Golf Course

Jobi Harris & Water Color
Your World

High Grade Beverage

Joseph Chayka
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Jules Thin Crust Pizza

Kettlepot Soap
Kristine Lonergan
La Bella Vita
Lady J’s Vintage Treasures
Lambertville Healing Arts
Lambertville Station
The Larder of Doylestown
Lauren & Andrej
Suskavcevic
Leanne Gall
Leslie Cobb
Liberty Science Center

Maggi Schock
Mamama Kirby
Mamma Mia! on Broadway
Marg Ng Salon
Marian Sumner
Mark Lovretin
Marquis Renovations
Marsha Brown’s
Restaurant
Mary Ann Richmond
Matt’s Red Rooster Grill
Max Brenner Restaurant

Lil Bub
Lillie Belle Farms
Linda Cornell
Linda Holland
Linda Kubiak
Lisa Romero Redding
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McCaffrey’s Market

The New York Giants

Queen of Wands

McCarter Theater Center

Newtown Athletic Club

Medieval Times

Next Generation Trust
Services

Red Bank Veterinary
Hospital

Melanie Mento
Michelle West

None Such Farm

Mitty Kirby

Northeast Mountain
Guiding

ModernCat.net & Kate
Benjamin

NVR Miss Litterbox

Mohawk Mountain

On All Fours Cat Sitting

Renaissance Philadelphia
Airport Hotel
Rev. Linda Bullock
Richard Carlson
Ripley’s Believe It Or Not!
Museum

SPIDER-MAN: Turn Off
The Dark on Broadway
Spirit Wind Music Studios
Stephanie Ovares

Stowe Mountain Lodge

Villaggio Italian Restaurant

Strawberry Jam

Walt Disney World

Susan Connor

Warren Hills Massage &
Laura Duffy

River of Life Natural Foods

Susan Whitman

Rob Zurfluh

Suzanne Henrich

Roman Jewelers

Sweet Pickles Designs

Paul & Susan Lodato

Ruth Drye

Paula Deen

Samantha’s Charms

The Sweet Spot Bake
Shoppe

Pelican Ski, Pool & Patio
Shops

Sandi Herman and Don
Korobkin

Penn Veterinary Supply

Sandra Simpson

Neely’s Barbeque Parlor

Pennsylvania General
Store

Sarah Donner

New Hope Winery

Peter Dodge

New Jersey Devils

The Phantom of the Opera
on Broadway

The Mommy Bus
Morris Animal Inn
Muirhead Foods
Nancy Meyer
The Napoli Family
The National Constitution
Center
The National Hotel

Park Avenue Club
Pastor Chuck Orchards
Patricia Powell

Philadelphia Chocolate
Tours
Philadelphia Flyers
The Philadelphia Phillies
Pippy Kirby
Plain Brown Tabby Toys
and Treats
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Unionville Vineyards
Veterinary Specialty &
Emergency Center (VSEC)

Susan Ragazzo

Mohegan Sun

The Uncorked Artist

Stokes Pharmacy

River Blue Café

Origin Thai

Twist Knitting & Spinning

Tabby’s Place Fan

Wegmans of Princeton
Weruva
Westin Forrestal Princeton
Whiskerlicious
Wildlife Conservation
Society & The Bronx Zoo
William Vandegrift

Tammy Gordon

1450 WCTC

Taste of Philadelphia

25 Burgers

Satterfield Originals

Terra Momo Restaurant
Group

Sesame Place

Thirsty Cat Fountains

8 Legged Productions LLC/
Spider-Man Turn Off The
Dark

Shady Brook Farm

TOKYObay

Sharon L. Dreyer

Tom Venuto

Sheraton Society Hill

Tony Coniglio Photography

Sherron Varela

Top It Frozen Yogurt Café

Skin ‘n Tonic

Trenton Thunder

Sonesta Hotel Philadelphia

Trenton Titans

Sphericality

Triumph Brewing Company

92nd Street Y
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